proves the close similarity of their tissues and blood, both in minute structure and composition, far more plainly than does their comparison under the best microscope, or by aid of the best chemical analysis. Monkeys are liable to many of the same non-contagious diseases as we are?to catarrh, apoplexy, etc." It seems to us that the relationship indicated between man and the higher mammals might be carried further than Mr. Darwin supposes, and that medical men in this country enjoy opportunities of adding facts to the array of splendid data already promulgated by Mr. Darwin in favor of his theory of the origin of man.
Dr. Carpenter in his work on Human Physiology observes that man is capable of sustaining the highest as well as the lowest degree of temperature and of atmospheric pressure. " In the former of these particulars he is strikingly contrasted with the anthropoid apes." Dr. Carpenter is evidently in this passage referring to the more highly civilized races of men ; for instance, Englishmen can with comparative impunity withstand the influences of either an arctic or tropical climate, at any rate they can bear up against these influences far better than the majority of the mammals bred in the same country ; wo all know how difficult it is to preserve imported dogs, cows and horses in India, but with ordinary care our fellow countrymen can well maintain their health in this country. It is a yery different thing, however, when we pass from civilized beings to the less refined orders of the human race, and it is THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [November 1, 1871. remarkable that the lower in the scale of civilization man may be, the less power has he of resisting climatic influences : the barbarian in this particular approximates to the higher order of mammals. To those living along the Nepal frontier, it is well known that although the valley of Nepal is very hot in summer, nevertheless if the Nepal dog, sheep or goat is brought down into the plains, the animal is almost sure to die of dysentery or fever within a month or two ; and so also with the inhabitants of Nepal and Thibet, they rapidly die from the effects of these very same diseases, if they attempt to reside in Hindustan; precisely the same thing happens in the case of the inhabitants of Cabul and other hill districts beyond the confines of British India. In our own territories we have numerous examples of the same law ; the highly intellectual Bengali can without danger travel to England, and bear our northern climate with impunity; butthe half savage hill men of Chittagong, Cachar and Assam dare not remain in the plains of Bengal for a hot season and rains. If we pass to a still lower order of men, as for instance the inhabitants of the Andaman Islands, we find -them eminently susceptible to any change of climate : in fact, take them away from their island homes, and they are almost certain to die, and that independently of diet or extraneous influences ; these people are probably as low in the scale of civilization as any on the face of the earth, and Dr. Carpenter's assertion as to the capacity of man to resist climatic influences most certainly is not applicable to them; on the other hand, thej are in the very closest affinity in this respect with anthropoid apes ; it is the most difficult thing in the world to keep them alive unless on the very spot in which they were born and bred. We would solicit our readers to give us any information they may possess bearing on these matters.
It is not our intention to defend Mr. Darwin's theory as to the origin of man; his last book should be read by every one :?it requires thought, however, and considerable study to master its details; and we need hardly warn our readers against forming a judgment on the point at issue from descriptions of the work as given by other people, especially by theologians. It is remarkable how firmly and unreasonably the clerical party now as in days of old fling themselves headlong against those who attempt to advance the study of natural science ; from the time of Galileo onwards it has been the same story?views regarding the operations of nature inconsistent with preconceived opinions are at once pronounced as being heretical; we are told that "it pleased God to create animals according to a plan ; we have to accept this, and it is out of place to seek for a scientific explanation of what it pleased the Almighty to do ergo, it pleased God an apple should fall to the ground in place of flying off into space: Newton should have accepted this fact; and it was out of place his endeavouring to explain the laws of gravity ; and yet Newton was a thorough believer in Christianity. It seems to us an indication of weakness on the part of those who are the appointed custodians of laws and the expounders of man's highest interests to be constantly throwing themselves into an attitude of defence,?to resist imaginary attacks on the part of the leading scientific men of the day, for they may rest assured the progress of natural science will continue to advance,?whether they worry themselves and other people about it or not.
Mr. Ilawortli lias lately published in the pages of " Nature" the remarkable notion that " a state of debility of the population induces fertility?where the mortality i3 greatest, there is much fecundity if facts were wanting to disprove this idea, intended as it is to weaken the doctrine of " Survival of the Fittest," we would refer our readers to the very valuable papers in course of publication in this journal by Dr. Meredith of Tirlioot; for instance, the author remarks (p. 155) of the coolies on the Disoi Garden, Assam, that he found them in great excitement "owing to a child being born among them. They were really rejoicing as a community. No birth had taken place among them for about three years. These had been very sickly and living in a very malarious spot, but their condition was then improving, and in due time many more like causes for rejoicing occurred.
"At my inspections, I soon arrived at the conclusion that at gardens where births were numerous, and the child well cared for, there were not many material faults to bo complained of with regard to the sanitation of the place. I noticed that the upcountry labourers were much more apt to suffer from sterility at malarial places, than the squatty Nagpuriali. A state of sterility, I observe, has been prevalent among the inhabitants of the Hooghly districts, owing to the endemic fever which has been ragiug in these places."
